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President's Letter
To the greatest chapter, 

I came to Temple University as a naïve 
freshman without a dream career. I chose 
public relations on of a whim and joined 
Temple’s chapter of the Public Relations 
Student Society of America during my 
sophomore year. I give so much credit to 
the organization for the professional 
development opportunities, and I 
appreciate the previous leadership for 
their career guidance. Because of 
Temple and PRSSA, I found my career 
path, and I hope we were able to motivate 
and inspire you all, too. 

All the best,
Kim Leung

Chapter President

I want to thank every one of 
our chapter members for 
being a part of Temple 
PRSSA. This semester we 
increased the number of guest 
speakers and networking 
opportunities, participated on 
various community service 
events, successfully held our 
fourth annual TU Invitational 
Conference, and strengthened 
our relationships with 
Philadelphia’s professional 
organizations. 

As a senior, I look back at my 
three years as part of this 
organization, and I am in disbelief 
my time as a PRSSA member is 
quickly coming to an end. It has 
been extremely gratifying to 
serve as your chapter president, 
and I am confident the chapter 
will be in great hands with the 
new executive board. 
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Mina Lezenby

Diana Cielesz

This semester, Temple PRSSA featured many 
former PRSSA Owls as guest speakers. Our 
members met and connected with several recent 
graduates and communication professionals from 
the area, all with unique backgrounds. 

 In January and February, our chapter heard from 
Temple alum Alex Blynn from Praytell Agency and 
Brianna Rooney from Tonic Communications, as 
well as Daniel Weckerly, Communications Manager 
at Valley Forge Tourism & Convention Board. In 
both guest speaker sessions, students networked 
and learned about working in agencies, healthcare, 
and tourism.   

n March, we were excited to host our much- 
anticipated Alumni Panel. Members of our 
leadership board from the last two years attended 
and spoke to our members about their involvement 
in Temple PRSSA, preparation for their jobs in the 
field, and tips for members to make the most of their 
time while active in our chapter.  

The second half of the semester kicked 
off with the fourth annual TU Invitational 
on April 1. This year’s theme was “You 
as a Brand: Setting Yourself Apart from 
the Competition. Attendees heard from 
Ike Richman of Comcast Spectacor,
Justin Pizzi of Saxbys Coffee, and Kate 
Shields of Vault Communications. Each 
speaker shared how they got to where 
they are today and the importance of 
building a brand around one’s own 
professional goals. The day also 
featured a raffle with proceeds 
benefitting the chapter and a networking 
session with featured alumni and 
teacher professionals.

Finally, our general body meeting 
programming closed out in April with 
guest speaker Matt Ray of ChatterBlast 
Media. Throughout the semester, our 
meetings featured workshops and 
activities for our members to engage in. 
Various members of our e-board 
stepped up to speak on topics like 
pitching and internships, and created a 
fun game of jeopardy featuring Temple 
PRSSA and PRSSA National trivia. Our 
executive board is thrilled to have been 
able to host a range of events for our 
members this semester, creating 
conversations around different topics in 
PR from different professionals.

Prepare to Study Away
As public relations students, we are 

always looking for experiences that will 

help us advance our career. Students 

who have studied away express how it is 

an unforgettable, once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. Here are a few reasons why 

studying away is beneficial for public 

relations students.  

1. Gain international experience. A primary reason a student should study 

away is to gain global communications and business skills. In public relations, 

you will likely deal with clients from different regions and countries. Studying 

away will enhance your ability to communicate with them, embrace their rituals, 

and learn about their culture. Students even can take an internship or field 

experience at some abroad locations, which can enhance your marketability to 

local and international employers. 

2. Travel the world for a fraction of the cost. Students have the chance to see 

the world for close to the same price as you would pay to spend a semester at 

Temple’s main campus. The tuition rate is the same, only students must pay a 

“study away” fee. Not that Philly isn’t great, but when you have the chance to 

leave Philly—take it! Sometimes it’s even greater to see the world. 

 3. It’s an incredible experience! No matter which location you choose as a 

communication student (you have the option to visit an American city or an 

international one), the experience is amazing. You are able to study at a unique 

location, but also visit historic sites and learn hands on about a different culture. 

Studying away is a fun experience a student can only take advantage of while 

they are at Temple!

Nicole Beck, Alissa Steele, Tyler Cameron, Alyssa Guckin, 
Hannah Litchfield, Melissa Davies, and Su Rei Khoo

Matthew Ray speaking to Temple PRSSA



A large aspect of how to approach the future is through mentorship. Our chapter’s Mentorship Program continued its 

success this semester. Participation increased to 40 mentees and 25 mentors. New members and underclassmen were 

matched with upperclassmen to seek advice on how to navigate their college career and professional aspirations. 

“Becoming a mentor was one of the greatest things I could ever become my senior year in college,” said Jeanie Davey, Vice 

President of Public Relations. “From the beginning of the year and daily meetings, to attending TU Invitational together, I 

was reminded of how important the bond of mentorship is not only between college students, but professionals in the 

industry.”   

 Mentorship pairs were encouraged to attend local Philadelphia Public Relations Association (PPRA) events and the fourth 

annual TU Invitational together. The goal of attending professional development programs as a pair is that mentors can 

help what could be their mentees’ first experience attending a large-scale event. 

 “Meeting with my mentor, Courtney, has helped me learn more about my major, how to get involved on campus, and get 

internships,” said freshman Max Simons. “Having a mentor has made me more comfortable with my transition to college.” 

Overall, the mentorship program has continued to build both friendships and positive peer relationships. The goal of the 

program is to help students feel prepared for their future through mentorship, which can offer opportunities for 

internships, networking, professional development, and more. 

 “I loved the mentorship program,” said freshman Olivia Bumgardner. “The process was easy, and it set me up with the 

sweetest mentor! Our compatibility was pretty spot on, and it was awesome to have someone to go to with questions or 

concerns throughout the semester.”      
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Clarissa Ford

(Left) Courtney Idasetima and Max Simons. (Right) Maria Evangelou and Olivia Bumgardner.



It’s all about who you know 

PRSSA is the perfect place to network for your future. Fellow members could 

someday become your co-workers. Get to know the people around you 

because they may become the connection to your dream job. Participating in 

the mentorship program can also establish relationships, opening new doors to 

jobs and professionals. Use these connections! 

 PRepared through PRowl 

We have the opportunity to learn and apply our skills with an actual agency 

experience at PRowl Public Relations. The skills learned through PRowl, a firm 

led directly by Temple University students, can give you a sharp edge when 

entering the workplace beyond the classroom. 

 Choose what you learn 

 It is not always easy to focus your skills in a classroom setting. Through the 

different committees offered in PRSSA, we have the ability to choose our area 

of focus. Writing skills, community service, and internal and external public 

relations can all be learned by being a member of one of our committees. 

 Proud PR Professionals 

PRSSA brings in several speakers throughout the semester from different 

backgrounds and experiences. With the opportunities to hear professional 

speakers, you can discover which direction you want to take your career.      
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with you, 
wherever 

you go!

Student organizations look great on a resume 

and allow for excellent talking points in an 

interview, but what can you really take away 

from PRSSA after graduation?

Jamie Walsh

(Pictured above) Erin Quiles, 

Brianna Love, Katherine Prantil, 

and Noelle Franklin at Green 

Tree School & Services (Left)  

Erin Quiles, Alexis Hack, 

Michelle Naeff, Lexus Woznicki, 

Jessica Kulhmeier, Clare 

Collins, Zachary Bedford, and 

Marissa Piffer at Student 

Sweep!

Community Service Update
This semester the Community Service Committee had a lot going on! We 

decided to continue with the Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission and 

served meals bi-weekly to those in need at their Philadelphia location. 

We also worked with Green Tree School & Services in North 

Philadelphia. We learned about some of the new projects they have, 

such as the new school store and library. Committee members then 

wrote blog posts about what we learned to be featured on Green Tree's 

social media. We even created social media content for Green Tree to 

use to describe their new endeavors.

The Community Service Committee also 

decided to take on a big project called 

“Student Sweep!” to help make the area 

surrounding Temple's campus a cleaner and 

more beautiful place to live. The Student 

Sweep took place on April 8 at N. 19th St. 

and was a hit! It was a great way to see the 

Temple community come together. We have 

a great team, and I can't wait to hear about 

what they will be doing next year!

Erin Quiles



This semester, we also introduced 

a new blog section to our website! 

Executive board members have 

written about everything from 

social media during the Super 

Bowl to the effects of mentorship. 

Our highest viewed blog post for 

the semester was written by 

newest board member, Chelsea 

Siedel, on the “quarter-semester 

struggle.” 

 Be sure to check out #TUInvite17 

for all our highlights of the TU 

Invitational! 
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To kick off the spring semester, our 

chapter held its fourth free membership 

contest with the new guidelines 

introduced last semester. This 

semester’s contest had 30 entries before 

we selected our winner: Simone 

Brownlee! 

Helena Wilcox

Jeanie Davey (left) and mentee Valentina 
Wrisley at PRSSA’s fourth annual TU 

Invitational.

A Day In The Life: Corporate PR
I experienced TD Bank’s Early Access Program this past spring break, broadening 

my business skills and building my professional network. TD Bank did not seem like 

the ideal public relations opportunity to enhance my public relations skills; however, 

the networking experiences I gained will assist me in a future career in PR. 

The banking industry offers different opportunities in the corporate side of the 

public relations industry. This opportunity presented a very valuable networking 

experience while exploring TD Bank. To my surprise, behind all TD’s finances is a 

very strong and thriving PR culture. 

At the Early Access Program, I met the marketing recruiter and pitched myself 

briefly, yet professionally. After my pitch, she gave me information on how to apply 

for a summer internship. Overall, this experience shined a new light on careers in 

corporate public relations.

Through networking, I received an internship possibility to spend next summer 

working in their marketing and risk management department. Obtaining this 

possible internship would not be achievable without the guidance of Temple 

University professor, Bruce Hardy. Hardy’s simple phrase, “Be bright, be brief, and 

be gone” resonated with me in class, and I utilized this practice while at TD Bank. 

Stepping out of my comfort zone allowed me to thrive in a new setting and gain 

future opportunities!

Erica DeAngelo



We have had a very busy spring semester at PRowl Public Relations! 

While we continued working with our previous clients (Temple 

University Television (TUTV), Saint Lucifer Spice, Temple 

University’s Department of Strategic Communication, The 

Liacouras Center and Temple University’s Strategic Marketing and 

Communications department), we also added two new clients to our 

roster. A specialized team of our staff members helped the Lew 

Klein College of Media and Communication’s Office of the Dean 

unveil the new Department of Advertising and Public Relations and 

the Department of Communication and Social Influence. We also 

began working on the development of an alumni newsletter with the 

Lew Klein College of Media and Communication’s Alumni 

Association Board. 

 As the semester winds down, we are interviewing members for 

leadership positions as well as planning a large scale hiring effort for 

the fall semester! If you are interested in interviewing to join our 

firm, please email prowlsecretary@gmail.com.  
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Maggie Wurst

Professor spotlight: 
William wedo

Sandra Mai Do

William Wedo is a Temple University 
adjunct professor who teaches News 
Writing and Media Relations and 
Fundamentals of PR Writing. Previously, 
Professor Wedo was the editor at
Philadelphia Daily News and an online 
producer at Philly.com. 

What brought you to teach at 
Temple?

Getting my Master’s of Journalism 

degree at Temple back in the day was a 

pivotal point in my career and life. My 

undergraduate degree was in English, 

but Temple teachers such as the 

legendary Jackie Steck, adjuncts like 

Philadelphia Daily News Editor John 

Praksta and my graduate assistantship 

with Dr. Hiley Ward changed all that. I 

really started becoming a writer here.

My first teaching assignments at Temple 

were journalism courses in the early 

2000s. After I segued into public 

relations, I met Gregg Feistman when we 

both served on a Philadelphia Public 

Relations Association committee and he 

was seeking adjuncts. I couldn’t pass up 

the chance to teach here again.

What are some advantages you 

have in teaching public 

relations?

Personally, one of my advantages 

teaching public relations, 

marketing and strategic 

communication comes from my 

decades in print and online 

journalism. The rigors of daily 

writing, critical thinking and 

problem solving used in journalism 

prepare you for most any career 

challenge. In addition, I have 

insight into working journalists’ 

minds. I’ve sifted through press 

releases and listened to story 

pitches. I use my experiences to 

help students write better and 

think better.



Temple PRSSA hosted its Fourth Annual TU Invitational Conference 

on Saturday, April 1. TU Invitational’s goal is to provide insight and 

advice to aspiring young professionals in order to help them achieve 

their career goals. TU Invitational Conference brought three industry 

leaders from the PR, marketing and communication fields: Ike 

Richman, VP of Public Relations, Comcast-Spectacor; Justin Pizzi, VP 

of Sales & Marketing, Saxbys Coffee; and Kate Shields, President, 

Vault Communications. 

With this year’s theme of “You as a Brand: Setting Yourself Apart 

from Your Competition,” the three speakers spoke on the importance 

of self-confidence, being bold and to not be afraid of taking chances. 

Many of the attendees enjoyed the speakers at this year’s 

Invitational. 

 “I truly felt inspired after hearing all the speakers,” said Marissa

Reale, a junior majoring in strategic communication. “They made me 

think I could achieve my aspirations.” 
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Recap
Around 40 people attended this year’s event. A networking 

session wrapped up the day, allowing students to connect with the 

speakers and other professionals who were in attendance. These 

professionals were Temple alumni and included PhillyMag’s Shaun 

Luberski, Cooper University Health’s Amanda Bednar, St. 

Christopher Hospital’s Gabrielle Lazchera, Tonic Life 

Communications’ Megan Healy, and Gregory FCA’s Olivia Noble. 

“It was great reconnecting with former Owls,” Chapter President

Kim Leung on talking to some of the former students. 

Chris Vazquez

With the fourth TU 

Invitational over, this is 

another milestone for 

Temple PRSSA. It is safe to 

say there will be more TU 

Invitationals to come,

where students will 

continue to be inspired 

and motivated.

Preparing For Your Career: 
Is PR The Only Option?

Whether you are a senior searching for a job or a freshman exploring your options, you may be questioning what you can do with 

your degree. Fortunately, it is not uncommon for public relations majors to consider careers in other related fields. Taking 

courses outside of your major can strengthen your current skills and help you learn more for the future. 

  

Former Temple Chapter PRSSA President Alissa Steele, explains her journey from a strategic communication major to becoming 

a marketing coordinator at Cove Haven Entertainment Resorts. “Although I have a concentration in public relations, I am working 

in marketing, and I have found a lot of the skill sets from both fields to be one in the same. The Department of Strategic 

Communication as a whole helped me discover different areas of communication, improve my writing and public speaking skills, 

teach me the best practices for the field, but most importantly they helped prepare me to enter into the workforce confidently.”

Those who have graduated can attest the job search is not always easy. Public relations is a field that allows you to work in 

different areas all while using the skills you worked so hard to strengthen in school. Former PRowl Public Relations Firm Director 

Alyssa Guckin, explains how her studies led her to corporate communications. “During my time at Temple, I took classes and 

interned in a variety of fields, including public relations, marketing, advertising, and client relations. I now work in corporate 

communications, where I use skills from all of these fields to promote the company in the most effective way.” 

The most important thing to remember during your undergraduate career is opportunities are endless. Your major can be utilized 

in multiple fields and can lead you to your dream position. Each course you have taken is adding to your skillset and can expand 

into not only public relations but also digital marketing, corporate communications, marketing, and even health 

communications. Applying all you’ve learned is key, and staying open to new opportunities will ensure your success.  

Joei DeCarlo



Spring-ing into the new semester, the fundraising committee 

researched initiatives to bring Temple PRSSA national 

visibility. Through this research, the committee decided to 

participate in PRSSA’s FUNdraising Bowl competition.  The 

FUNdraising Bowl competition is an annual campaign 

encouraging chapters from across the nation to share 

fundraising ideas while competing for a grand prize of two 

registrations to National Conference. 

In this exciting effort, our committee planned and executed a 

raffle fundraiser event that took place during our TU 

Invitational Conference on Saturday, April 1. After numerous 

hours of outreach to possible donors and the generous 

support of our chapter members, the fundraising committee 

was able to gather and raffle off multiple prizes during this 

event.   
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It was a successful year for our committee, 

involving countless hours of planning and strategy 

to raise funds for our chapter. I am proud of all the 

work our committee has accomplished and I look 

forward to seeing what ideas we can bring to the 

next academic school year!      

Marissa Piffer

How Women are 
Changing the 
Sports Industry
Lauren Marhefka

In 2014, only 27 percent of all professional football and 

baseball administration positions were held by women, and 

35 percent in basketball. However, women account for 

anywhere between 40 to 47 percent of these professional 

sports’ fan bases. As a young woman who desires to enter 

the sports industry, seeing the unequal representation of 

women in the business frustrates me but further ignites my 

desire to defy these odds. Over the last couple of decades, 

women have paved the way for others in establishing a 

career in sports. Tyler Tumminia and Stephanie McMahon 

are two figures who have helped with the emergence of 

women in the sports industry.         

Tumminia began working for a high-tech PR firm, but decided to 

use her experience to pursue a career in baseball. She interned for 

a Class-A minor league team and was eventually promoted to the 

Director of Community Relations. In 2011, she was the Senior 

Vice President of the Goldklang Group, a sports entertainment 

consulting and management firm overseeing five minor league 

baseball teams. She left the Goldklang group at the end of the 

2016 baseball season with aspirations to eventually own a MLB 

team. 

          

On the other hand, McMahon was born into the business. Her 

great-grandfather founded World Wrestling Entertainment 

(WWE) and the company has been a part of the McMahon legacy 

since. She began working for the business in her teens, modeling t- 

shirts and other merchandise. After she graduated college with a 

degree in communications, she began as a receptionist and 

eventually held several jobs within WWE. Presently, she is the 

company’s Chief Brand Officer. McMahon spent nearly 15 years 

of working her way up and now holds the position directly below 

her father and CEO of WWE, making her one of the most 

powerful women in the organization and in sports.         

In an industry dominated by men, these two women are just some 

of the many that have challenged the status quo and proven 

women can be just as dominant as their counterparts. The world 

of sports no longer appears as a threat to women, but rather 

a challenge  women are becoming more willing to take on to 

prove they are just as successful, determined and powerful.


